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ABSTRACT
Infant directed speech (IDS) is the special speech register u tggn they.sh_ould be. e"'d?”t in all Ianguages._A goqd te?t of this
pothesis is to investigate these roles in quite disparate

to talk _to human infants. This paper provides an histprical aqé},nguages e.g., English and Thai. In addition, if there are
theoretical background to the study of IDS and specietsp unique as,pects,of infant directed speech Whi(;h unigue
registers, as an introduction to four papers which follow. The;)eecause the recipient is a human capablecni’Lming language
irjstleri]a(:r?rntaetddi\r,élgt]eﬁiszzl(lzin P"Sg [f_)]’ Thai IDS [3,4], an hen IDS should differ from pet directedeggh (PDS) in just
P P ( ) 151 those speech characteristics which carry the didanticiistic

information.

. . . There are four papers in this series. These are concerned with
1. Infant Directed Speech - A Brief HIStOI‘y the acoustic and affective characteristics of infant-directed

Humans use special speech registers for a variety of purposgéech to Australian Englishniguage infants [2], the acoustic
when talking to young infants, to foreigners, to hearingcharacterlstlcs of infant-directed speech to Thaiglege
impaired listeners, to people who are ill, to lovers, and to petign,fants [3], the pragmatic characteristics of infant-directed
just to name a few. One of the most extensively studied 8Peech to Thai kguage infants [4] and finally the acoustic,
these registers is the speech directedydang children and Phonetic, and affective characteristics of pet-directeeesip

infants (infant directed speech and child directed speech - IDI§]- Through consideration of these cross-language, cross-
and CDS - respectively). register, and cross-species studies, the nature and purpose of

IDS will be elucidated.
Systematic study of sjech directed to children began mainly as

a reaction to claims made by Chomsky made regarding 5. REFERENCES
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